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While he was allegedly spying 
for the Soviets, receiving more 
than $1.5 million for providing 
information to Moscow about 
U.S. agents, CIA official Aldrich 
H. Ames appears to have includ- 
ed this pose as one of his covers: 
civic-minded participant in the 
American political process. 

Federal Election Commission 
records show the accused double 
agent made three political con- 
tributions to the Democratic Na- 
tional Committee totaling $5,000 
in 1991 and 1992. The records 
show that Ames contributed 
$1,500 to the DNC on Sept. 20, 
1991; $1,000 on Feb. 25, 1992, 
and $2,500 on July 24, 1992. 

FBI and Justice Department 
officials declined to comment on 
the contributions yesterday, 
refusing even to say whether 
they had discovered them dur- 
ing their two-year investigation 
of Ames. But one law enforce- 
ment official suggested the con- 
tributions may have been simply 


a way for Ames to dispose of 
some of the excess cash pouring 
info his accounts from Moscow. 

“At one point, he had so much 
money, he didn’t know what to 
do with it,” said the official. “So 
he must have figured he could 
give it away to politicians.” 

Catherine Moore, spokeswom- 
an for the DNC, said yesterday 
that many, many hundreds, if 
not thousands” of individuals con- 
tribute at that level, so Ames was 
not part of a select, big-contri- 
butor group that would have 
^cen familiar to senior party of- 
ficials. “I have no indication any- 
one here knew or had a relation- 
ship with” Ames, she said. 

While insisting that he had no 
interest in making a “partisan" 
issue out of the contributions. 
Senate intelligence committee 
member Aifonse M. D’Amato 
(R-N.Y.) said “there’s no doubt” 
the money contributed to the 
ultimately came from the 
KGB given the suspected spy’s 
$69,800 a year civil servant’s 
salary. “I’m sure when the Dem- 
ocrats find out about this, they 
will give that money to charity ” 
he said. “That’s blood money.” ’ 



